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ire to the Prisons is
for informational
and educational
purposes only.

This magazine in
no way encourages
or supports any illegal behavior in
any way. This magazine looks only
to provide a printed forum for con-
versation and news. We are report-
ing not inciting. The entirety of the
content in this magazine was found
as public information, and later com-
piled or re-organized for this maga-
zine.

Nothing here is the original content
of those who may or may not be re-
sponsible for this magazine.

The topics brought up in this maga-
zine in no way reflect the perspec-
tives of any specific person allegedly
involved with this publication. They
also do not reflect the perspectives or
outlooks of any individual or group
mentioned in or receiving this pub-
lication.




Briefing

Pg.3

The Kids are Not Alright

Pg. 6

May Day 2010:

SB1070 + Global Class Conflict

Pg. 16

The 2010 Olympics:

Our Final Report on a non-concluded tension
Pg. 22

Anti-Police Activity in the NW + Beyond
Pg. 29

Disaster in Haiti and Chile

Pg. 35

Regarding Recent Events in Greece
Pg. 41

Blast from the Past:

Two histories in agitation.

Pg. 44

Repression:

Pg. 56

A Dialogue With Our Comrades in
France:

An Interview with the Non-Fides Project

Pg. 72

DISC

A Chronology of North American
Prisoner Resistance

Pg. 76

Accounts of Agitation:

Ruptures in the social fabric.

Pg. 85

Updates in the Struggle Against
Grassroots Fascism Everywhere
Pg. 99

Against the Recuperation of Tragedy
A case against charity.

Pg. 104

Accept Nothing//Demand Nothing
A case against rights.

Pg. 106

Don’t Be a Coward

Pg. 108

Eyes Blinking in the Face of the Infinite
Pg. 111

Links//Further Research

Pg. 115

“No matter whether it is a question of pollution,
prison or urban planning, any really subversive dis-
course ends up putting everything in question.”

his magazine is in NO-WAY a “for profit” publi-
cation nor is it in any way a formal enterprise or
business venture. We encourage the re-distribu-
tion and re-printing the entirety of this magazine
as well as everything in it. PDFs are available for
reading and printing on our website. We encour-
age any and all feedback. Feel free to contact us
about order info or to become a distributor. This
magazine is free to people currently incarcerated by contacting the
prisoner support groups mentioned at the end of the “repression”
section. This magazine is pretty much free to everyone, except for
book stores and people buying this at for-profit literature events.

Special thanks to our proof-readers. Special thanks to those who
provided the resources, space, and patience needed for this publica-
tion to exist. Special thanks to all those who helped to produce the
content in this issue, both in writing and reality. Special thanks to
the Big Apple for your Nightlife. Without it we would never be able
to go to print.

NTENT

This may very well be our last issue. We are not sure about this,
but we are re-evaluating its effects, and comparing them to the
work and burden required to do this so often. If these are our last
words in this context, we do hope that people were inspired or
comforted by something we produced in this magazine these last
few years. We are sure we will speak again. Either in a different
outfit or under a different name. For now though, it was a good
run, and we hope you will feel the passion we poured into this, and
most importantly continue to foster the sentiment here, in the form
of permanent revolt and conflict with the current social order we so
obviously despise.

Agitating till the grave,
Fire to the Prisons:

www.firetotheprisons.com
c/o Shoelacetown ABC, P.O. Box 8085, Paramus, NJ, 07652, USA
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BRIEFIN

“Not only do we desire to
change our lives immediately, it
is the criterion by which we are
seeking our accomplices.”

his publication,
as  explained
in every intro-
duction of this
magazine, is
a  publication
that intends to
link different struggles, forms of
resistance, and common frustra-
tions to a broader enemy. That
common enemy is the entirety
of the world that mediates, ma-
nipulates, and keeps us in or-
der or controls our everyday
relations and experiences; an
enemy that controls our every-
day lives. The state, capitalism,
industry, and all institutions that
have us captured, are certainly a
few of the main building blocks
lying at the base of the totality

of what we understand as “life”
in this miserable today.

We look to achieve a few pos-
sibilities with this project. One
of which is to expose strug-
gles happening here, now, and
around the world; to the best
of our ability, and extent of our
printing resources. We try to
report and expose resistance by
and repression to struggles en-
gaged in conflict with everyday
conditions that directly result
from the rule of capitalism, in-
dustry, the state; or the global
civilization mediating the world
today.

This magazine is used as a cel-
ebration for the strikes and
wounds against the infrastruc-
ture of this common enemy,
and a reflection on the social
ruptures and popular discontent
arising within the normalcy or
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stability of its order.

We are dedicated to compiling in-depth
news and awareness of individuals or
groups the state is trying to victimize
and silence, due to there being a per-
ceived threat in their displays of revolu-
tionary opposition. We hope to present
a struggle that is invisible and every-
where, and most importantly, does not
collapse once one or two people are ar-
rested; only grows stronger and more
enraged.

Our terminology is sadly as broad as
the world that mediates our entirety.
Academics and philosophers look to
draw the specific answers. But aca-
demia is capitalism’s recuperation of
ideas, and helps to keep us feeling stale
or unoriginal. We cannot say that there
is one specific institution that we are
frustrated with. The government, the
economy, the methods of production,
the mediums for communication, the
appendages of social division; they all
stem from the same dominating total-
ity . We can define domination during
these times as the entirety of the now.
We can define our common enemy as
domination, and as a result, our current
target being everything as we know it.

We have struggled for so long to find
a word, both for the problem and the
solution, but we can only determine
that the now is the issue, and only ruin
could help a solution to grow.

We wish we could provide some co-
herent politics, the most concrete iden-
tity, or the most precise program; but
we are not looking to make decisions,
only to realize frustrations and unify
different tensions as a result of them.

We need to act on our desires now,
worry about where it takes us later.

We are trying to accept the desert of to-
day, only through our complete refusal
to accept it. We realize how lost we are
as revolutionaries. Lost as the con-
sciously discontent. The revolutionary
of today has lost all distinction. Every-
one is cynical, everyone feels a similar
frustration; the issue is a matter of dis-
traction and apathy. Some of us choose
to be frustrated with what is forcing
us to accept a miserable society, while
others deal with everyday frustrations
through outlets that only help sustain
what is responsible for the politics and
conditions of misery. Some of us stu-
pidly choose to hate other races, poorer
people, or uglier people. Some of us
also use drugs ,abuse our partners, beat
our children, and rape those “wanted”.
Some of us watch television, eat choco-
late, do yoga, or shoot guns. The di-
lemma is a confusion as to what it is
frustrating us. In the case of the revolu-
tionary, it is not an issue of understand-
ing the roots of our frustrations as much
as it is an issue of continue to expose or
confront these roots even if no one is
watching or listening.

The revolutionary of today can only
truly be called a revolutionary if their
approach acts in permanent and direct
conflict with what it is they are revolt-
ing against.

We realize how lost and disempower-
ing it is to be actively pushing for ten-
sion with forces of control today, espe-
cially when domination takes so many
obscure forms in this era. In this global
information age and hyper surveillance

“We wish we could provide some coherent
politics, the most concrete identity, or the
most precise program; but we are not looking
to make decisions, only to realize frustrations
and unify differenttensions as aresuiltofthem.

We need to act on our desires now,

worry about where

it takes us

later. ”

era, it is not surprising that not only
have many revolutionaries been strug-
gling with a feeling of insignificance;
but a popular cynicism among society’s
excluded, exploited, or discontent class
is in no way surprising as well.

Class war? Revolution? Coup de tat?
Social justice? Social change?

What does this mean at this point?
When everything is just accepted and
nothing is taken seriously. When all of
these things were told have happened,
and the world is still an awful place.
What is there to be inspired by when
you have no interest in being part of the
decisions, but you hate the decisions?
What is there to be when you feel no
solution, book, or political party fulfills
your disdain of everything? What is it
when the suffering is far away, when
the labor is done elsewhere, or when we
are taught to understand the morality of
more or less tragic?

We wish to be an exception; we wish to
support the confusion and lack of solu-
tion. While the political world struggles
to define this publication, they typically
use terms like “insurrectionist” or “so-
cial war” in some weird attempt to pass
us off entirely. We will respond by say-
ing we disagree, but again understand
why some name calling would occur.
We disagree because we do not want to
allow the political world to define and
degrade us with their classifications.
But if by insurrectionist they mean we
are for insurrectionary events to occur;
they are very correct. If by social war,
they mean we see potential in everyday
ruptures in the normalcy of capitalist
society that are not formally political;
they again are right.

By pushing for insurrectionary mo-
ments, one is pushing for an imme-
diate attempt to change their live’s
conditions. One is advocating for the
complete negation of legality, passiv-
ity, diplomacy, or compromise; all of
which act to limit and regulate attempts
of revolutionary social transformation.
By pushing for this, one is looking to
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immediately create a context where resistance to
the current society is feasible to all those discon-
tent with it.

We are assuming what they mean by social war
would also have to do with our contempt for po-
litical praxis. We are, for the most part, not ex-
cited by the limitations of typical protest; whether
that be activists hopping from summit to summit,
lobbyists begging politician after politician, the
amount of signatures on the petition, or the amount
of memberships in the organization. As we men-
tioned, domination has become almost a global
metropolis, that can be seen in so many forms
(some more obvious than others). While notions
like class war may have been more pertinent to
recognizing the times of serfdom or the dawn of
the industrial era, class as well cannot be as simply
understood as it could have been historically. This
makes the lines much less easy to draw. This no-
tion of only a politically reasonable “revolution”
or “war” also limits our understanding of domina-
tion and exploitation today. With social war, one
is advocating for conflict that extends beyond sim-
ply political means. When saying social war, one
is inspired by not only formal displays of politi-
cal dissent, but actually much more interested in
common displays of resistance against everyday
conditions that are commonly conducted, but not
formally recognized as an attempt at change. With
focusing on these isolated incidents of resistance,

those advocating “social war” would analyze these
events with the intention of recognizing a common
condition or enemy driving the conflict. With ex-
posing this enemy, these events no longer become
isolated. However similarly to the sentiment of
class war, the shared frustration or solidarity of tar-
gets naturally confronted, helps to draw lines in the
sand, and helps to unify disruptions in the stability
of the world as we know it.

We very much envy bank robbers. We hope that
every party we attend will turn into a riot if the
police shut it down. When police are shot it is al-
ways revenge. When somebody kills or wounds
somebody who raped them; such blood arouses us.
When the rich suffer the poor are revived. When
the banks are in crisis, we are all a little closer to
being rich. “In a world which really is topsy-turvy,
the true is in a moment of the false.”

We hope that this magazine will act as another
voice helping to foster discontent and frustration
to all forms of domination today. As we said in
our last issue: “this is why we exist. This is why we
continue to come out with a new magazine every
Jfew months. But we hope to not be around forever,
because like all revolutionary literature, we will
only continue to exist until the current conditions
we are frustrated with, cease to.”
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Photo of Hunter University Financial Aid office, after “vandals” attacked
it on March 4th (day against student budget cuts).

ince our last issue
had such an in-depth
review of the recent
escalation in student
strikes and frustra-
tion in California,
we found it neces-
sary to include at
least something about the recent overly
hyped day of student action: March 4th.

Although we intend to re-cap some
of the inspiring events that took place
counting up to this day, or some of the
isolated incidents that appeared to be
marginally interesting on the day of:
we are very disappointed, but not sur-
prised by the direction the “politicized”
day went in. At least in New York, stu-
dents at Hunter University were used
as pawns in a classic game of Leftist
media attention and event recuperation.

But, this was to be expected.

Authoritarian socialist organizations
have looked to students as the prime

target for sustaining their failed party
for years. As they always do, they
chose to divide students, and force
them to understand “struggle with their
conditions”, as only tangibly pursued
through the programs proposed or me-
diums provided from the socialist party.
No longer did students see an oppor-
tunity to manifest frustration, express
discontent, or experience a moment
that exposed a common undesirable
condition. Students were either forced
to laugh at the rhetoric of overbearing
and annoying men and women on a po-
dium, or try and make some sense of
what THEY (the International Socialist
Organization in this case) were telling
them was wrong.

This is nothing new. The only thing
new is that their process of appropriat-
ing the event was interrupted by frus-
trated individuals and students unin-
terested in being represented by them.
This manifested in a tirade of public
arguing and half-assed scuffling, which
although embarrassing to a degree, cer-

tainly much more interesting than actu-
ally tolerating the alternative: a com-
plete socialist takeover of the event.

The event was not only appropriated
with the ever so typical, high sign (us-
ing signs to claim the intentions of what
those around are doing for media’s
sake; like someone breaking a window,
no one knowing why, but assuming that
the sign that says socialist party is their
motivation) strategy or podium/leader-
ship style communication of socialist
groups; they actually used the police by
inviting them to an alleged demonstra-
tion that appeared to be intended to take
place inside the school, with no leader-
ship, only guided by a popular frustra-
tion: the university itself.

The police divided students, made ar-
rests, and helped to normalize the dis-
sent by ruining any threat posed by the
students. The police did this because
the socialist party invited them; to help
further mediate those who watched or
participated (in whatever it was that
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was happening), without concern for
whether or not this could lead to the
arrests of students (which it did). Al-
though some damage seemed to have
happened to the university based on re-
ports; it is clear that the socialist party
managed to use the police to their ad-
vantage. The police separated the stu-
dents giving them the options to attend
class, listen to the crazy people holler-
ing on a podium about their school at
the main entrance, or go to jail.

Everything was politics as usual,
purely symbolic, and self-fulfilling to
a specific political party and program.
Although it did not stop there. Fol-
lowing the events, socialists fabricated
scuffles and threats made by students
and individuals not tolerant of their
recuperation process. They continued
to divide anyone actively opposing stu-
dent conditions by cornering them with
lies of people making either sexual or
physical threats of violence on March
4th. Without any concern for the sheer
disrespect to victims of sexual assault
or rape everywhere, they used a tragic
situation to their political opportunity
(like they always do), and even more
offensively, one that did not exist. This
is a method some have referred to as
bad jacketing. This is where groups or
individuals will produce strategic lies
and spread them with false identities
to demonize or isolate those opposing
them. This of course is done with the
intention of forcing them to be silent,
or making the uninfluenced audience
of such conflicts, bias, before any dia-
logue occurs. We heard similar stories
of this happening across the country.
This is not surprising; and very much
something revolutionaries looking to
intervene or provoke tension in these
movements must take into account.

Student struggle is nothing new, and is
something that has been exploited in so
many ways. Not to mention the dues
of these organizations is primarily paid
for with the incomes of professors and
their student minions across the world.
Beyond the obvious recuperation by
the left, student movements have also
been used as the mainstream’s under-

standing of typical social rebellion. In
most cases, especially in the United
States, when any movement comes into
play, or any demonstration receives at-
tention, or any formal conflict is made
with the social or political conditions of
everyday life, if a student aspect comes
into account, it is immediately passed
off as something expected and insig-
nificant.

Many believe that (including many stu-
dents) for four years students read a lot
of weird or radical content, and as a re-
sult, realize how awful so many things
are. Following school, or their 4 year
career of “political” curiosity, people
understand these things as just “life be-
ing unfair” (sarcastic reference of the
mainstream’s understanding of student
revolt).

With this kind of calculated typicality,
the “non-youth” per se may share com-
mon frustrations expressed by student
movements, but the appearance and as-
sumptions of student based movements
politics or rituals, simply burn any
bridge that could be formed. As many
students pride themselves as being “a
student”, they neglect that many youth
do not attend schools of universities,
either due to a lack of finances or in-
terest. With a movement that is passed
off the way student movements are,
organizations with no intention of ever
generalizing, leech off of the curiosity
of young minds. The ISO, Spartacus
League, ANSWER, or the Revolution-
ary Communist Party (the “Peta 2” of
the ISO) have had their hands in these
schools for years. This is because stu-
dent struggle is something that will be
there as long as Universities exist, and
the expendable incomes of the petty-
bourgeoisie continue to remain politi-
cally curios.

With that said, we intend to report on
some of the interesting resistance that
occurred around this day and days be-
fore this event. We also want to include
other “youthful” cases of social resis-
tance, considering this event would be
very limited and boring without them.
It is important for us to recognize the

potential of student struggles in terms
of sheer numbers that can be mobilized
and its accessibility to revolutionary
intervention. This can be done by ex-
posing interesting events that do oc-
cur; but we do intend to be very weary
of both the political world of student
movements, as well as the capabilities
of student movements actually becom-
ing a threat today, specifically with the
tragedy of the modern American youth
(and simply how boring and apathetic
we are).

Considering many define the Youth
threat as the student threat, we suggest
that people re-consider the history and
limitations of this outlook. We would
hope that those interested in mobiliz-
ing the common tension youth feel
with society today, would explore other
areas of youth celebration that could
be pushed into becoming material-
ized conflicts. Reassuring the world of
the threat that very well could be seen
there. Because the 60’s failed, and
there is never a reason to beat a dead
horse.

As we said, we have heard similar ex-
periences like what was seen at Hunter
college in New York on March 4th,
across the country. We hope that the
events reported on below inspire those
interested in “youth” or “student” ori-
ented movements, to focus and learn
from different potentialities that do
come out of student frustration, while
also looking at what isolates or limits
them. We may be missing some things,
but we intend to keep this as reporter
like as possible. We again want to
point out that the following reports in-
clude more than just simply events that
took place on or connected to the senti-
ment around March 4th. Our interest
in March 4th was only it being another
potential opportunity for youth unrest
and rupture in the social fabric. The
following events should be understood
as being connected by a youth senti-
ment of discontent, not by politics or
formalities.

Growing up today is giving in to a lost
tomorrow. The kids are not alright.
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NOTES OF “YOUTH” UNREST

MARCH 4TH, 2010-NYC:

Although with a very overwhelming New York
police state style presence, we discovered re-
ports of some resistance during the intended
day of student walk-outs at Hunter College.

Reports have said that at the beginning of the
walk out, the police forcefully divided students
following a call from socialist party members
telling them to expect illegal conduct. Al-
though the demonstration was divided into
smaller groups and its momentum very much
wounded by this, the financial aid office had its
windows smashed out, and new security check-
point equipment was also destroyed. Other
then scuffles and interruptions with socialist
proselytizing and recuperation, the day was
relatively boring. Unfortunately 4 people were
arrested.

At SUNY Purchase, the student services build-
ing was temporarily claimed to be occupied by
students of the school. Reports mention that the
space was re-appropriated to be used as a party
space for students, and to show footage of oc-
cupation attempts at other Universities.

m—mm = o Tl
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MARCH 4TH-2010-
ARIZONA

It is said that a demonstration occurred at Ari-
zona State University in Tempe, Arizona, a car-
toonishly college, college town. Really Phoe-
nix, but primarily built around the Universities.
It is said that banners were hung from some of
the campus’s main buildings with one reading
“Burn the Knowledge Factory”. Although stu-
dents did march to the school president’s offic-
es, following a temporary scuffle where papers
and office equipment were thrown around the
room, some of the students began to negotiate
and make demands of the president. With this,
they encouraged the march to “calm down”.
Whether it is words or actual threats, writings
have been posted online stating that this is only
the beginning and more will be coming in the
months to follow.

LATE FEBRUARY TO EARLY MARCH
2010-OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON

For 36 hours a housing center on Evergreen
University’s campus was occupied by students
FTTP #9-The Kids Are Not Alright-Pg. 8



towards the end of February . Follow-
ing this, on March 3rd and 4th, students
conducted a study in at the campus’s
library, where students refused to leave
when the library typically closed. Al-
though many have scoffed at these
events due to Evergreen campus’ very
liberal tradition, those involved with
these events described them as incred-
ible opportunities to bond over com-
mon frustrations and conditions faced
by the overall student body. They de-
scribed the events as helping to create
new opportunities to recognize solidar-
ity among a divided campus.

MARCH 4TH- 2010 -
BOSTON, VIRGINIA,
COLORADO, AND OKLAHOMA

Picketing and banner drops took place
at Universities in major cities regard-
ing budget cuts and the specific issue
appointed as March 4th’s reason. Al-
though the events did not seem to get
very rowdy, the banners had some very
confrontational rhetoric.

MID-FEBRUARY 2010
NEW BRUNSWICK, CANADA

A proclaimed anarchist graduate in
New Brunswick, Canada was accused
of sabotaging the student union’s elec-
tion process.

MID-MARCH 2010-
GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA

On March 2nd, University of Gaines-
ville police on put a well known “men-
tally unstable” student named Kofi Adu-
Brempong in critical condition, after
reports of him having a nervous break-
down in his room. After responding to
his neighbor’s 911 call, it is reported
that University police entered his room,
immediately shooting a taser followed
by shotgun propelled bean bags at him
After this was not enough to shut him
up, police shot him in the head with an
M-4 assault rifle. Of course not only
are the police involved currently facing
no charges, they are actually charging
Kofi for possessing a deadly weapon.
The weapon they are referring to is Ko-

fi’s cane, which was used to help him
to deal with his polio. This was a few
months after another student was tased
for interrupting a speech by John Kerry.
A few weeks after the incident, around
March 16th, roughly 500 students ral-
lied against University police brutality.
They demonstrated against the use of
recent police force, the way “mentally
unstable” people are treated on campus,
Kofi’s absurd weapons charge, and sus-
pending the officers. It is not surpris-
ing, but it appears that none of these
demands have been met by the police
or University.

MID FEBRUARY 2010-
GREELY, MINNESOTA

Police are investigating an attempted
arson on a local public school. Police
say that on February 10th, suspects
wearing dark colored clothing threw
a Molotov cocktail at the side of the
school. The police say that found an-
other device that was not detonated
near the school as well.

AUGUST 2009-
FEBRUARY 2010-
SPARTANBURG, SOUTH
CAROLINA

Police say that 58 computers went
abruptly missing after what they de-
scribed as a “ghost” stole 37,000 dol-
lars worth of computers from one of
the University of South Carolina’s
campus buildings. The police have no
leads, but believe it very well may be
a student, or someone who knows the
campus well. There have been reports
of computer thefts from 8 different
buildings on campus consistently made
since August last year.

MID-FEBRUARY 2010-
FORTH SMITH, ARKANSAS

Atajuvenile detention facility, 3 youths,
one 15 years old, one 16 years old, and
one 18 years old staged an escape at-
tempt. During a routine cell check by
one the guards, one of the three youths
allegedly threw the guard into the cell.
The other two commenced a beating

of the guard and grabbed his keys. On
the way out, they had to fight and beat
another guard. The first guard died in
the hospital from the beating, while the
second guard recovered. Prison guards
in juvenile detention facilities have
been notorious for sexual molestation
of children, as well as multiple types of
sadistic punishment due to the “behav-
ior modification” aspect of American
juvenile detention facilities. All three
prisoners temporarily escaped. The 2
younger of the 3 were quickly captured,
while the 18 year old was on the run
for days, and was re-captured following
a high speed chase with local law en-
forcement. All 3 are facing first degree
murder, first degree battery, and escape
charges.

MARCH 7TH, 2010-MONTANA

Students at Big Sky High School staged
a walk out in protest with funding of
the school by a local mining company
notorious for destroying local bio-di-
versity and effecting the health of both
students and their families.

MARCH 4TH 2010-
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND

University of Maryland students riot
over defeating DUKE in a basketball
game. Although sports riots are very
hard to appreciate for anything other
than their pure appearance, we found
it very amusing that this seemed to be
the most intense conflict and disruption
seen on campuses on March 4th. With
no connection to the strikes and pro-
tests held against budget cuts across the
country, approximately 1,500 students
flooded Baltimore’s route-1 as they typ-
ically do after each rival victory. Most
students were actually celebrating with
one another and simply enjoying the
win. Reports say that following one re-
port of furniture being thrown at a local
bar, the police moved in on the crowd.
With a long history of conflict between
local students and the police, students
or celebrators began to throw projec-
tiles in defense of the event at the po-
lice. They also broke things in the street
and on the sidewalk, and started fires.
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Politically minded folks who accidently attended the event
described it as a memorable moment, and apparently using
words that made it seem more exciting than much of what
was reported from campuses on March 4th. They described
it by saying that not only property was destroyed, but typical
divisions among the student body were also destroyed, while
students came together against the police. They mentioned
frat boys confronting police over racism, and students help-
ing one another to avoid rubber bullets being shot at them,
and police horses trampling them. Police arrested 27 people,
most of whom were black, and only 13 of which were cur-
rently enrolled students at Maryland.

MARCH 4TH-MILWAUKEE, WISCONSIN

Political students attempted to deliver petitions denouncing
the budget cuts to the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee’s
chancellor. While the 250 or so students attempted to force-
fully enter the office, police violently prevented them, result-
ing in 16 arrests. Although it is reported that students refused
to go without fight; throwing punches and ice chunks at the
police or school security.

APRIL 6TH-2010-SEATTLE, WASHINGTON

A power outage on and around University of Washington-
Seattle’s campus brought students together to celebrate what-
ever in the streets. With the street lights out, students report-
edly set fires in the street using furniture and whatever else
they could find. Around 11:30PM the police arrived, while
trying to disperse the celebration, students attacked the police
with bottles and cans. It took two hours for the police to dis-
perse the crowd and contain the fire. No arrests were made.

SECOND WEEK OF APRIL 2010-VIRGINIA

An annual party at James Madison University that brings
together thousands of the college’s students, as well as out-
side party goers ended in riots this year. Its reported that in
Harrisonburg, Virginia, where the annual party is held, 8,000
students or partiers came together to celebrate the yearly
event. The party is intended to last 3 days, and swarm the
local town’s Fox Hill district. Most likely following police
requests, many of the businesses chose to either shut down or
not allow celebrations of students to occur for the first time
since the event’s stardom. As a result party goers moved to
a nearby neighborhood and began celebrating in the streets.
Around 4 P.M on that Saturday afternoon, the police entered
the bloc party to try and clear the crowd, announcing an
“unlawful assembly”. Being completely outnumbered, the
police were greeted with an array of beer bottles, forcing
them to retreat, and return later with the help of state police.
Two-hundred riot cops equipped for “crowd control” were
also present. The police fired tear gas and used a mobile an-
nouncement system to divide the crowd and warn of arrests.
Although dozens were arrested, students and party goers re-

grouped in another local district as a 1000 strong. Police fol-
lowed them and were forced to deal with continued assaults
of projectiles like beer bottles and rocks. Multiple fires were
also set in the streets and sidewalk trash cans and dumpsters.

PHILADELPHIA, PA-FLASH MOBS
MANIFESTING YOUTH DISCONTENT.

It is a common anarchist practice to explain the rebellious
activity of others through the political lens of anarchism
without actually knowing (or understanding) the real moti-
vations of the participants. Because of the unique nature of
the following events, it would be inappropriate to try to infer
too much about what was actually going through the minds
of those involved. This article, then, seeks not to project an
anarchist motivation onto the actions of Philadelphia’s teen-
agers, rather, it chronicles the behavior and examines the tac-
tical coordination that was utilized.

Last June, a group of close to 100 teenagers rampaged
through Philadelphia’s trendy South Street, destroying prop-
erty, stealing a taxi, and looting a convenience store. Almost
immediately, a sense of outrage poured from the more “re-
spectable” residents of the area, with news stories airing the
grievances of angry yuppies.

In the following months, similar incidents happened around
South Street, with each flash mob becoming larger than the
one before. Law enforcement suspected that groups of teen-
agers were communicating through Twitter, coordinating lo-
cations to meet in order to ransack hip neighborhoods.

In March, the largest action of its kind occurred, with sev-
eral hundred teenagers converging in downtown Philadel-
phia after dark, marching through the streets chanting “Burn
the City” as they vandalized several businesses along South
Street.

The disruptive flash mob phenomenon is not isolated to Phil-
adelphia. The practice has been spreading up the eastern sea-
board over the past few months, with similar events occur-
ring in New Jersey, Boston, and New York City, with Mayor
Bloomberg referring to the New York incidents as “wilding”.

The kids in Philly did not communicate a political desire in
a way that most radicals can easily understand because our
static language is unable to describe newly emerging subver-
sive behavior. While not necessarily expressing a clear po-
litical motivation, the Philadelphia flash mobs have, through
their innovative techniques, demonstrated advanced forms
of tactical organization and communication. Those of us in-
volved in radical circles can learn a great deal from these
subversive forms of communication.

It is interesting how a tactic developed initially as a means
to facilitate avant-garde street performances and hipster
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dance parties has been so suc-
cessfully subverted, presently
striking fear into the hearts of
the wealthy. The fact that a new
trend is emerging, a trend de-
termined by nothing other than
its desire to converge publicly
and destroy property, is clearly
terrifying to power. The fact
that the participants are over-
whelmingly black makes the
situation that much more fright-
ening to the system. The flash
mobs don’t speak the language
of power, and, as a result, the
state doesn’t know any way to
stop them other than through
direct repression. The city of
Philadelphia has stated that the
citywide curfew will be more
tightly enforced, and politicians
are discussing plans to limit
the movement of young people
by decreasing the hours that
students can use their free bus
passes.

The advantages of using flash
mobs as a guerrilla tactic to
confront capital are numer-
ous. Unlike publicly organized
meetings and general assem-
blies, they leave little room for
infiltration. If the mission is
compromised and anonymous
pre-paid (burner) phones are
used, it is extremely difficult for
the state to identify people from
the text messages they sent.

Crews of people can use burn-
er phones to coordinate loca-
tions to meet up to loot grocery
stores, attack right-wingers,
evade advancing police, host
street parties, or occupy build-
ings.

We most clearly saw the po-
tential of the subversive use of
mass texting during the weeks
of rioting in the French banli-
eus in the fall of 2005 and again
in November of 2007. There,
people outraged by the deaths
of young people at the hands

of the police used spontaneous
communication via cell phone
and text message to reconverge
and continue to burn cars and
attack police after initial dem-
onstrations had been dispersed.

Sociologists and liberals have
predictably defined the reason
for the behavior by pointing to
the same old causes as they have
for the past 50 years--the after
school programs are being cut,
the libraries are closing. Thes